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Heartland Christian Academy is weather reporting site

Michelle Ruckdaschel Bemidji Pioneer
Fublished Wednesdsy, January 16, 2008

0One of the newest
weather reparting
sites for a national
weather network is
now up and running
atalocal school.

With the help of
Heartland Christian
Academy,
WeatherBug is now
tracking live weather
conditions in
Bemidiji.

“We just came
onling over
Christmas break,”
Heartland Principal Robert Roach said.

‘WeatherBug's network includes
more than 8,000 tracking
stations at schools, public
safety facilities and TV stations
across the United States

Weather data generated by
‘WeatherBug is accessible to
Internet users around the world
and used by meteorologists at
more than 100 TV broadcast
stations. WeatherBug data is
also accessible to the U.S.
Department of Homeland
Security for plume modeling in
the event of 3 biological or
chemical attack, according to
the WeatherBug Web site.
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Roach said ABC's 5 Eyewitness
MNews invited Heartland to
become a WeatherBug tracking
station. The Twin Cities TV
station uses WeatherBug in
reporting current weather and
forecast information
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Interested in the opportunity, Heartland received a donation of professional
meteorological equipment 5o it could connect with WeatherBug. Roach said
the equipment is designed for continuous operation.

Behind the schoal, 3 27-foot steel pole — complete with a rain gauge and
sensors for wind, temperature, humidity and light — monitors the weather. In
the school library, the master control, which is connected to a computer,
sends the weather data to the Internet and a digital readout. The digital
readout, which also is located in the library, displays the weather conditions

“We're excited,” Roach said.

He said the project is raising an interestin meteorology among Heartland
students. Whenever students stop by the library, he said they check the
current weather conditions and they're curious aboutit

He said the school plans to incorporate the tracking station into its curriculum

“When our students study the weather, we believe they are studying the
handiwark of God,” Roach said. “We believe thatthe God of the universe is the
one that also confrols the details of the weather.”

The tracking station is not only benefiting Heartland, butit's helping Buena
Vista Ski Area, which is six miles away. Suzanne Thomas of Buena Vista Ski
Area said ski area employees visit the WeatherBug Web site to help make
decisions on snowmaking

“We've been on it a number of imes already,” said Thomas, who is also 3
member of Heartland's school board.

Her husband, Don, helped Heartland install the weather pole at the school
Bemidji Steel donated the steel for the pole and Dave Perkins of Perkins
Electric worked on the electronics to get the tracking station up and running.

WeatherBug is online atweather.weatherbug.com.
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