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Kim’s Tornadoes
My name is Kim Morris and I am a sixth grade teacher at Priceville Middle School in Decatur, Alabama.  Decatur is located in North Central Alabama, the Heart of Dixie.
I cannot remember when I first became interested in weather.  However, for as long as I can remember, weather has been my passion.  I was five years old in 1974 when the Great Tornado Outbreak occurred.  I can vividly remember April 3, 1974. I have often wondered if perhaps my passion for weather grew from the intrigue of that day’s events. My father was the sheriff of the small town where we lived. In 1973 there was little in the way of a tornado warning system in place.  In fact, my father was the warning system for many, going house to house warning people to take shelter. I can remember sitting in the basement with my brother, looking out a tiny window and watching as the debris as it flew over our house.  In all, there were eight tornadoes that night.  Eighty-six people were killed, 949 were injured, and damages exceeded $50 million in the state. 
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Tornadoes are not uncommon in the state of Alabama. There is an average of 23 per year.  This tornado picture was taken in North Alabama in March of 2006. 
There are more tornadoes recorded in the United States each year than any other place on earth.  Tornadoes occur when warm, moist Gulf air meets dry air from the Rocky Mountains and cold Canadian air.  Perhaps somewhat oversimplified, I find this explanation a great way to introduce tornadoes to students. WeatherBug Achieve defines a tornado as an intense, rotating column of air that protrudes from a cumulonimbus cloud in the shape of a funnel or a rope whose circulation is present on the ground.  Many tornadoes are caused from supercell thunderstorms. Supercell thunderstorms are long-lived thunderstorms that may travel hundreds of miles and last several hours.   Tornadoes occur most commonly in the spring and fall.
As severe weather season approaches, it is important to have a safety plan in place.  Practice this plan with your family. Find an interior room in your home such as a closet.  Be sure that the room is free of windows and glass. Another good tip to add to your severe weather plan is an emergency contact number. In the case of an actual emergency, it is good to have the phone number of a close friend or relative who lives outside of the affected area.  Distribute this number to everyone in your family and have them to call this person should there be an emergency that separates you.  If an emergency occurs in your area, you can quickly locate your loved ones through your emergency contact.
With time constraints as they are in the classroom, there never seem to be enough minutes in the day to do all that is required.  My answer to this dilemma is through teaching weather.  There are many ways to integrate other areas of the curriculum with weather.  I have taught meteorology to students from kindergarten through twelfth grade.  
One of my favorite activities is:

 “Who Wants to Be a Meteorologist?” 
· Watch a local weather forecaster on the news. 
· Use Weatherbug and WeatherBug Achieve, to locate interesting weather
· Collect and maybe graph the weather data you find
· Write and edit a forecast
· Present  your forecast to the class

Standards Addressed:

· Map and Globe skills

· Writing

· Editing

· Graphing

· Technology

Supplemental material:  http://www.april31974.com/index.html 
A little information about the “Making Seconds Count; A Guide to Severe Weather Safety” video for schools that was highlighted in last month’s Connections.

The video was written by Kim Morris, when she was teaching at Priceville Elementary School in Decatur, Alabama, and co-produced by Chris Davis, a meteorologist at WHNT TV in Huntsville, Alabama.  The video was initially distributed in 2004 to Emergency Management Agencies in Alabama’s sixty-seven counties.  However, since that time the video has been sent to Emergency Management Agencies, schools, and child-care centers across the nation. 

 “Making Seconds Count: A Guide to Severe Weather Safety” won the prestigious “Spirit of the EMA” Award from the State of Alabama Emergency Management Agency in 2004.  The award, given for a significant contribution to the field of emergency management, is voted on by emergency management officials from across Alabama.

“Making Seconds Count: A Guide to Severe Weather Safety” won a National Safety Council Green Cross Youth Safety Award in 2004.  This award is presented in recognition and appreciation of outstanding dedication and commitment to the development and advancement of community safety and health programs.  

The video also was nominated for an Emmy Award for a platform for safety instruction (2004).
To view Making Seconds Count: A Guide to Severe Weather Safety please go to this link: http://www.weatherbugachieve.com/lp/connections/0307_WHNT_StrmSftyVid6-04.wmv 
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